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RANDOLPH, VA –
Staunton River ‘Spooktacular” Event at Battlefield

Picture underline: Come to the Halloween Spooktacular at Staunton River Battlefield on Saturday, Oct. 16. Mark your calendar now!  This fun event is intended for all ages!  Pictured are some of the “pirates, clowns, and soldiers” you might see hiding and lurking along the trails and hayride!  
Pirates, Ghosts, and Soldiers ! Oh my! This coming October, Saturday the 16th,  the Staunton River Battlefield State Park and the Historic Staunton River Foundation will host a Halloween Spooktacular event intended for the entire family at the Clover Visitors Center near Fort Hill.  Concessions, offered by the Sappony Indian Nation, will be available for purchase throughout the event.

Lots of hard-work and many hours of preparation have gone into making this year unique, spookier, and more entertaining than EVER.  This year the Park and Foundation have worked to pack three fun-filled events into one!  
The Halloween Spooktacular event begins at 2:00PM with Halloween Pirate Adventures.  “Avast mateys!  Do ye crave a Halloween adventure fer all the lads and lasses in yer family?  If ye be brave enough and desire the riches of pirate booty, join us Saturday afternoon on a quest for Darkbeard's legendary treasure!  Ye can enjoy mouth waterin’ pirate drink and food and join our merry band in swashbucklin’ games.  Help us recruit new crew members and receive ye fantastic prizes that will make ye the envy of all the yellow land lubbers!  They merry piracy begins at 2 PM and lasts until 4PM.  Come in costume if ye dare.”  The Halloween Pirate Adventures is intended for children 0-12 and the cost is $3/child.  

Later that night, the Haunted Halloween Trail opens behind the Clover Visitors Center at 7:00PM.  “Are you afraid of the dark?  How about being in the depths of a ghoul-infested forest on a dark October night?  If you don't like to be scared, you better stay home, safe in bed far from the horrors of the Haunted Trail.  But if you are daring and willing to embrace the darkness and fortify yourself against the evil things haunting these woods, then we invite you to tour the Battlefield's Haunted Halloween Trail.”  The Haunted Halloween Trail is led by tourguides and is rated PG-13 (ages 13 & under require paying parent/guardian to enter).  Tickets cost $5/person and can be purchased that night inside the Visitors Center. 
The ninth annual Haunted Harvest Hayride, a 70-minute ghost walk/hayride intended for the entire family, will begin sharply at 7:00PM and tours will commence approximately every 20-25 minutes from the Visitors Center.  Tickets for the Hayride are available only on a first come, first serve basis, so arrive early to purchase your ticket! Make arrangements to arrive anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour ahead of your tour time for this highly attended event.   With all the rave last year, this year’s Haunted Harvest Hayride continues with its Civil War themed storyline.  “A chill is in the air….you can sense something…something chilling…is it the changing of the seasons, your imagination, or is there a ghostly presence amidst from the days of yon?  Come join a cast of local railroad workers who will layout the story of the “Old Crescent” locomotive that once fed Confederate Capt. Farinholt his supplies and “reinforcements.”  Along the “track” you will experience spirits of the past, who, as the story chugs away, will tell you about the Battle, local legends, myths, anecdotes, and oddities.  But be careful where you tread because it is said that the “Old Crescent” still haunts the old rail bed!” Wear weather appropriate clothing, comfortable shoes & bring a flashlight for this highly acclaimed ghost walk/hayride.  Experienced tour guides, tiki-torches, and a couple of ghosts along the way will direct you on the path!  
The admission rates charged for this event go to the continued promotion, development, and preservation of our Southside’s premier Civil War Battlefield and beautiful State Park.  If you would like to volunteer, please call 434.603.1021.  There is no rain date for this event.  If you have a group of 10 or more, please visit our website, www.stauntonriverbattlefield.org, or phone 434.454.4312 for more information about our “group rates and discounts.”  
If it’s a fun-filled-fall-night-fright you’re after, then head on out to your local State Park – the Staunton River Battlefield State Park on Saturday, October 16 for the Halloween Spooktacular.  Groups of 10+ from youth groups, families, or civic groups are welcome!  Visit our website for a special promo discount for this event while supplies last! For more information or questions, please visit www.stauntonriverbattlefield.org, join us on Facebook, or call 434.454.4312 or email info@stauntonriverbattlefield.org.
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